Two syndromes of aphasia occurring with ischemic lesions involving the left basal ganglia.
Seven aphasic patients with circumscribed left basal ganglia infarctions were investigated within the first 15 days after their strokes. Five showed transcortical motor aphasia initially. Two patients suffered from anterior chorioideal artery infarction. As this vessel does not contribute to cortical supply, cortical malfunction probably cannot account for the language deficits. Patients with infarctions in the supply area of anterior lenticulostriate arteries became fluent with frequent phonemic and semantic paraphasias resembling Wernicke's aphasia. Three of four patients showed transiently more pronounced deficits in auditory than in written-language comprehension.